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ATTEN: 25X1A9%a
FROM:
SUBYECT: . Comments on C2M 33/%9

1. We would like to convey our bedst regaris aod aleo
0 exgress our spprecistion for his construciive commen : the
subject memorandm.

. h peference to the lover figures ofted iz our CSN ss possilble
miaﬁm::rata!wl%%—hmmmamﬁmm/
these figaes refer to ssles yather than to production. Our error came
shout as the result of using an inaccurate trsnsletion. To owr chegrin,
we aleo &lscovered this sryor but only after the C5M had been published
snd Sfavemdusted.

3, We have slso acted, IENNEENNNNNENN thet Soviet production of
radios and TV sets in recent yours has epparently excecded damestic sales
and that the Seven Year Plam calls for a rather amubstantial widming of
tds g Soviet export policy does, in fact, sppear to de playing s
yole beve. In thds commsction, the following data taksn from Soviet
statdstionl hanShooks mdight posaibly be of some interest:
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Veashryeys tozgoviys SSER s 1956 god (Moscow: Wmeshtorgizdat, 1958,

s/ %WM&I@M(W nedhtorgizdat, 199),

Approved For Release ZOW-RDPHT00730R000400270078-5



Approved For Release ZOOOIO&ECR'EA:RDPHTﬁ0730R000400270078-5

25X1C
SURJECT: . Comments on C8M 33/59

4. We fesl constrained, however, not to interpret the movement of
goyiet household electronics into export channels snd the existence of
end~of-year inventories as an 4naication that production is now or will
soon bte in gepuine excess of popular demand. Even should the {perhaps
controversial) Soviet figures on numbers of redic and talevision geta
in use be arbitrarily doubled, the regulting mmbers would not appesy
to rapresent true market satursiion in & country of 210 million psople.

5. The motives underlying the Soviet policy of axporting sub-
stential mubers of TV sets in 1957-50 sre scmevhat asbiguous to us.
It does seem clesr, however, that the export prices of these TV
receivers have been set significantly lower than the prices at which TV
gets are sold on the intermal retall market. With regard to scoumleting
stocks of radic sets, it is possidle that public preference would
shifting in favor of TV sete. Bub this lsaves wnsnswvered the guestion
mmmmmmﬁmwmtaumsm@mmmm

%wmewmﬁwm%moftmmd&oammmmwmm
mavket in recemt years are simply too sxpensive for the aversgs pur-
chaser. smmperbmr‘Ms'mutcufmmdmthamm
institution of installment bLuying (hire purchase) of redics in sany
areas of the UBSR. 2BX1XT

6. we can appreciste I conjectures gbout the meaning of
mﬁwuﬁwlyg&ﬁllim:ﬁiauﬂiammmevmadw
1959, mmm-cfmmm&bthaﬂmin
hockin high. Yet, we sye prepared to sccept this ss &
accurate reflection of the prevalling situstion in the USSR since
sgeentially the senme is repeated in other Soviet sources.
Reference may be made, for example, to Vestuik CVynss Ne. 11, 19%8,
p. 2 and to the chartes on the back cover ¢ Redio, No. 1, 1999.

7. If ops combines Soviet data on mumbers of sets in sxtstence vith
kpown production etatlistics, the followving interestizg relationships
sppear:
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Radlo Sets:
No. in existence {millions) a/ k.7 6.1 7.4 8.3 9.5
Increase over previous
year (millions) 1.5 1,3 1.0 1.2
TV Bets:
No. in existence (millions) a/ &5 B2 1.3 1.8 2.3
Increase over previocus
year (militons) .37 48 .50 .70
wmcaa (m.lnans) _/ 25 50 60 .70 1.0
f’_/ Tre ’-“‘ A ’; m (ksamﬂ Gﬂﬂmum‘bg 195?)! P- ‘8&3.
b/ Atical handbooks and srmal plan Pulfillment reports.

If, in fact, the relstionship between current production snd retirement
is more favorsble to the Soviets than theee figures indlcate, we are at a

loss to expiain why this $s not reflected in their statisticsl reporting

vhich generslly pute the best light on Soviet accomplishments.

8. Thavks sgain to I together with the hope that he and
25X1X have found some things of Interest in the U.B8. Electronics

on report recently forvarded to them.

25X1A%9a
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